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MEMORANIUM 

SUBJECT: Discussion a.t the 250th Meeting of the 
National Security Council, 'fuursday, 
?-By 26, 1955 

Present at the 250th Council meeting were the President of the Uni t. r <l 
Sta.tee, presiding; the Vice President of the United Sta.tea; the Sec · 
retary of State ; the Secretary of Defense; the Director, Foreign Or · 
erations Administration; and the Di.rector, Office of Defense Mobil~ 
zation. Also present were the Secretary of the Treasury; the Di.rec 
tor, :&u-eau of the Budget ; the Chairman, Atomic Energy Comnission ; 
the Acting Di.rector, u. s . Infonnation Agency (for Item 4); the U 
Representative to the United Nations {for Item 4); the Deputy u. ,· 
Representat ive to the United Nations {for Item 4); Assistant Sec1 • 
tary of Defense Quarles (for Item 1); the Under Secretary of Sta1 
the Deputy Secretary of Defense (for Item 4); the Secretary of t}, • 
Army, the Secretary of the Navy, and Mr . Douglas for the Secretru . 
of the Air Force {for Item 4); the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of star · 
the Chief of Sta:ff, u. s. Arrrry {for Item 4); Admiral D.mcan fort· 
Chief of Naval Operations (for Item 4); the Commandant, u. s. ~ ; ' 
Corps (for Item 4); the Director of Central Intelligence; the AsF i 
ant to the President {for Item 4); Special Ass i stants to the Pree ' 
dent Anderson and Rockefeller; the Deputy Assistant to the Presid · 
(for Item 4); the White House Staff Secretary; T. B. Koons, NSC S, ·•·. ­
ial Staff; the NSC Planning Board (for Item 4); Governor Stassen' ·, 
Staff (for Item 4); the Executive Secretary, NSC; and the Deputy ; 
ecutive Secretary, NSC, 

There follove a summary of the discussion at the meeting and the 1 • • 11 

points taken. 

1. NSC 5520 
(Nsc· 5520; Memo for NSC frcm Executive Secretary on the subJe,t: 
dated *Y 25, 1955) 

Mr. Dillon Anderson briefed the Council on the contents •. r 
NSC 5520 ( copy of briefing notes filed in the Minutes of the meeti , . ·). 

At the conclusion of Mr, Anderson's briefing, the Presic1 1t 

inquired vhether any members of the Council wished to hear in grer t. ': r 
detail on this project from Ir. Quarles, Assistant Secreta,ry ot D: -
tense tor Research and Developnent. At the invitation of the PreGJ -
dent, l)r. Que,rles proceeded to describe the earth satellite in grc:, l..~r 
d,etail. 
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'I\1e President point ed out that vhile this earth satellite 
vas rather a minor affair, it we subsequently put up a reconnaissance 
satellite, then we would be getting into "the big stuff". 

The Vice President inquired whether it would be possible 
eventually to deve lop an earth satellite which could stay up indefi­
nitely. Or. Quarles replied that it might be possible to do this at 
a later time . 

Ambassador Lodge warned that the public relations aspects 
of establishing an earth satellite as proposed in NSC 5520 should be 
very carefully worked out. Otherwise the public relations effects 
could be harmful to the United States . Dr, Quarles replied that he 
thought that the auspices which it vas proposed that the u. s. use in 
launching the earth satellite (t he International Geophysical Year) 
vould be effective in meeting t he problem cited by Ambassador Lodge. 

Secretary Humphrey i nquired whether it vould ta.lee expensive 
and complicated instruments to observe the movements of the earth sat­
ellite. Dr, Quarles replied that at certain times in its revolutions 
about the earth the satellite could be seenu.th ordinary field glasses. 
More power ful instruments would be required at other times. 

Mter f urther discussion, the President inquired whether any 
members of the Council perceived any objection to an attempt by the 
u. s. to launch -such a satellite. 'lbere vere no objections from mem­
bers of the Council. Mr. Allen D.Illes observed that it was very import­
ant to make this attempt, and Mr. Rockefeller suggested that the an­
nouncement of such an attempt might well be made in the United Nations. 

The National Security Council: 

a. Noted and discussed the draft statement of policy con­
tained in the reference report {NSC 5520) in the ·light 
of the views of the Joint Chiefs of Sta.ff transmitted 
by the reference memorandum. 

b. Adopted the statement of policy in NSC 5520. 

NOTE: NSC 5520, as adopted, approved by the President (on 
t-By 27, 1955) and referred for implementation to the 
Secretary of D?fenae in consultation with the Secre­
tary of State and the Director of Central Intelli­
gence. 
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THE iJRKSIIZNT1 S APPOIHTM!HTS 
THURSDAY, JUHR 10, 1954 

(Hon. Gabriel Hau«e ) 

The PNd.dent. reoeived t.he AMVKTS M•orial Scholarthip award winn•r•• 
( Six annual vinn•r• , on• f l'OIIJ each ot the Federal poet l diltrlot1. 
'P'.aoh, under tU1111 ot award , must. be ohild ot World ;,·ar II or 
Korean veteran killed in aotion or who died a, reeult. ot Hrvioe. 
Each given t2,ooo to cover tour 7ear1 ot tuition, in any college • 
ot hi ■ choiGe.) 1'1• following were present : 
~T Sghgl•r:•hip vt'tt•EI , • 

illard Childre1,T, Junction City, Kansas 
Hugh K. Berkeley, Port.amouth, Virginia 
Judith M. ~.axwell, Man1t isld, Ohio 
Victoria Hayward, Islip, New York 
John D. Eberhardt, .9.an Diego, Cal itomia 
Mal"7 1rord7oe, Little i\:ock, Arkansas 

Al,tt_pree~! r 
Rdgar G. Corry, ,Tr., l>reeident , AMVJiTs Service Foundation 
Han-y ,1, Mahady • Nationsl Canmander, AMVKTS 
Harold A. Keats, Past U&tional CommMder, AMVETS 
Melvin llyder, Waahington, U. c. 

(Mr. Hagerty) 

Preae Oonterence 

Captain Hovard T. Orvilli! , Chairman, Advisory Gonait.t.e• on iii eat.her 
Oontrol 

Hon, Levis 11-l . Dc,uglaa, Mcber 
Dr. Allan Watennan 
Hon. Donal.d A.. Quarles, AHietant 3eeretary ot Defense 

(4ppo1ntment requHted by Lewie Douglas, -who telephoned ~;r. 
Stttphenl!I from. New York l11■t weak) 

(Mr. 8nb Considine) OFF ntE REOOOD 
(Hon. Jame, Hagerty) 

Hon. George M. HtllDJ>hre.Y, S.Ont.arr ot ths Treaeur,-
Hon. w. R.Qndolph Burge11, Oeput1 to the .Secretary ot the Treawry 
Major Gene~ Olen K, Eda•rtnn, "mnagi.ng Director & Pnaident, 

Export-Import Dank of Wa1hington 
Hon. Robert Hurphf, Aot1n1 Under 3•oNi&J'7 ot state 
Hon. 'nlr,11ton B. Morton, A11i1tant, 3ecu-.t•ry of State 
Sen. HmHr R. Capehart, Indiana 
Sen. Bu.met. n. Kaybanlc, Sou\b C&l"Olina 
Con,. Je111 P. Woloott, M1ah1&an 
Cong. Hreot ~ipenoe, '-•ntuolq 
(Hon. Oabrlel Hauae) 
( Hon. l'..arl• Che1n.,-) 

(Arranged bJ Dr .• Hauge. Di1Q\a11ed oraanllat.ion ot the Kxport.-
Iapc,rt O.nk) : ! 


